AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY JULY 13, 2005
AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY JULY 1, 2005
AMENDED IN SENATE MAY 4, 2005
AMENDED IN SENATE APRIL 20, 2005

SENATE BILL No. 428

Introduced by Senator Scott

February 17, 2005

An act to amend Sections 44252, 44252.5, 44252.7, 44274,
442742 —and—442753 44275.3, and 44830 of, to repeal Sections
4425244252 5449252 8 44252.8, 44252.9,442745-and44830 and
44274.5 of, and to repeal Section 13 of Chapter 902 of the Statutes of
2004, relating to teachers.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST
SB 428, as amended, Scott. Teachers.

(1 ) Ex1st1ng law—feqﬂﬁes—t-he—eefnmrssrefreﬂ—TeaelﬂrerGfedeﬁ&akng

renewal-of-eredenttals;-and prohlblts the—eemﬂﬂssmﬂ Commzsszon on
Teacher Credentialing from initially issuing a credential, permit,
certificate, or renewal of an emergency credential to a person unless
that person passes the state basic skills proficiency test administered
by the commission.

This bill would repeal those provisions and make various
conforming changes.

(2) Existing law requires the Commission on Teacher Credentialing
to grant a credential to an applicant from another state who completed
teacher preparation that is at least comparable and equivalent to
preparation that meets teacher preparation standards in California.
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Existing law also requires such an applicant to meet the requirements
for the basic skills proficiency test.
This bill would delete that requirement.

OV

Thisbill ) L s
Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 44252 of the Education Code is
amended to read:

44252. t@-The commission shall establish standards and
procedures for the initial issuance and renewal of credentials.
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read:
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b)y-The commission may enter into agreements with other
states permitting the use of the state basic skills proficiency test
as a requirement for the issuance of credentials or for teacher
preparation program admission in those other states, provided
that the use would advance the interests of the State of California
and that the other states reimburse the Teacher Credentials Fund
for a proportionate share of costs of the development and
administration of the test.

SEC. 3. Section 44252.7 of the Education Code is amended to
read:

44252.7. (a) Commencing on September 1, 1984, applicants
for an initial regular children’s center instructional permit, and
applicants for the renewal of an emergency children’s center
permit or a limited service permit shall demonstrate proficiency
in basic reading, writing, and mathematics skills by doing one of
the following:
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(1) Passing a proficiency test developed by a school district
pursuant to either Section 45361.5 or 51216.

(2) Having met the requirements for an associate degree or
baccalaureate degree.

(3) Passing a field-based assessment approved by the
Commission on Teacher Credentialing.

(b) Ifa child care and development program teacher employed
prior to September 1, 1984, in such a program receiving public
funds does not demonstrate proficiency in basic skills pursuant to
this section, he or she shall be given two years to master these
basic skills without jeopardizing the renewal of his or her permit,
and shall be given additional opportunities to be reassessed.

(c) Persons seeking compensation as a child care and
development program teacher in such a program who have
limited-English-speaking ability may be granted an additional
exemption to this requirement by the employing agency, for a
period of up to one year, if the agency deems that the exemption
is in the best interest of the children enrolled in the program. No
person shall be exempted from these requirements for more than
a total of three years.

(d) School districts receiving public funds to operate a child
care and development program under direct contract with the
department and subject to regulations set forth in Title 5 of the
California Administrative Code shall make available to persons
seeking compensation for work as teachers in the program the
test developed or administered pursuant to Section 45361.5 or
51216.

A school district may charge a fee to persons taking the test
pursuant to the requirements of this section to fund the actual
costs incurred by the district in giving the test.

(e) The department shall make available an appropriate test
meeting the requirements of this section to a person seeking
compensation for work as a child care and development program
teacher in such a center which is not administered by a school
district. School districts shall assist the department in fulfilling
this requirement by making available to the department, upon
request, the test developed or administered pursuant to Section
45361.5.
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(f) The department may charge a fee to persons taking the test
pursuant to the requirements of this section to fund the actual
costs incurred by the department in giving the test.

SEC. 4. Section 44252.8 of the Education Code is repealed.

SEC. 5. Section 44252.9 of the Education Code is repealed.

SEC. 6. Section 44274 of the Education Code is amended to
read:

44274. (a) The commission shall conduct periodic reviews to
determine whether any state has established teacher preparation
standards, including standards for teachers of English learners,
that are at least comparable and equivalent to teacher preparation
standards in California.

(b) If the commission determines, pursuant to subdivision (a),
that the teacher preparation standards established by any state are
at least comparable and equivalent to teacher preparation
standards in California, the commission shall initiate negotiations
with that state to provide reciprocity in teacher credentialing.

(c)The commission shall grant an appropriate credential to any
applicant from another state who completes teacher preparation
that is at least comparable and equivalent to preparation that
meets teacher preparation standards in California, as determined
by the commission pursuant to this section, if the applicant meets
the requirements of California for teacher fitness pursuant to
Sections 44339, 44340, and 44341.

(d) The reciprocity established pursuant to subdivision (b)
shall not exempt an out-of-state applicant from submitting an
identification card pursuant to Section 44340 and obtaining a
certificate of clearance, credential, permit, or certificate of
eligibility from the commission.

(¢) The commission shall issue credentials to out-of-state
prepared teachers based on all of the following:

(1) Equivalent preparation received outside of this state.

(2) Equivalent reading instruction, as determined by the
reviews conducted pursuant to Section 44274.1.

(3) Equivalent subject matter programs or credential emphasis
programs, as determined by the reviews conducted pursuant to
Section 44274.1.

SEC. 7. Section 44274.2 of the Education Code is amended to
read:
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44274.2. (a) Notwithstanding any provision of this chapter,
the commission shall issue a five-year preliminary multiple
subject teaching credential authorizing instruction in a
self-contained classroom, a five-year preliminary single subject
teaching credential authorizing instruction in departmentalized
classes, or a five-year preliminary education specialist credential
authorizing instruction of special education pupils to any
experienced out-of-state prepared teacher who meets all of the
following requirements:

(1) Possesses a baccalaureate degree from a regionally
accredited institution of higher education.

(2) Completed a teacher preparation program at a regionally
accredited institution of higher education.

(3) In the case of an applicant for a five-year preliminary
single subject teaching credential, completed an academic major
in the subject area of the credential sought as determined by the
commission.

(4) Earned a valid corresponding elementary, secondary, or
special education teaching credential based upon the out-of-state
teacher preparation program.

(5) Verified a minimum of three years of full-time teaching
experience completed in another state in the subject of the
credential sought.

(6) Submitted evidence of rigorous performance evaluations
on which the applicant received ratings of satisfactory or better.

(b) The commission shall issue a professional clear multiple
subject, single subject, or education specialist teaching credential
to any applicant who provides verification of five or more years
of teaching experience to meet the requirement of subdivision
(a), and who documents, in a manner prescribed by the
commission, that he or she fulfills each of the following
requirements:

(1) The commission has issued to the applicant a preliminary
five-year teaching credential pursuant to subdivision (a).

(2) The applicant has completed 150 clock hours of activities
that contribute to his or her competence, performance, and
effectiveness in the education profession, and that assist the
applicant in meeting or exceeding standards for professional
preparation established by the commission.
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(¢) The commission shall issue a professional clear multiple
subject, single subject, or education specialist teaching credential
to any applicant who provides verification of three or four years
of teaching experience to meet the requirement of subdivision
(a), and who documents in a manner prescribed by the
commission, that he or she fulfills each of the following
requirements:

(1) The commission has issued to the applicant a preliminary
five-year teaching credential pursuant to subdivision (a).

(2) The applicant has completed either of the following:

(A) A program of beginning teacher support and assessment
established pursuant to Article 4.5 (commencing with Section
44279.1) of Chapter 2 of Part 24.

(B) An alternative program of beginning teacher induction that
the commission determines, in conjunction with the
Superintendent, meets state standards for teacher induction.

SEC. 8. Section 44274.5 of the Education Code is repealed.

SEC. 9. Section 44275.3 of the Education Code is amended to
read:

44275.3. Notwithstanding any other provision of law:

(a) Itis the intent of the Legislature that

this section provide flexibility to enable school districts to
recruit credentialed out-of-state elementary, secondary, and
special education teachers to relocate to California.

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, the
commission shall issue a five-year preliminary multiple subject
or single subject teaching credential or a five-year preliminary
education specialist credential to any out-of-state prepared
teacher who fully meets all of the following requirements or
equivalent requirements as determined by the commission:

(1) Possesses a baccalaureate degree from a regionally
accredited institution of higher education.

(2) Completed a teacher preparation program at a regionally
accredited institution of higher education.

(3) Successfully completes any criminal background check
conducted pursuant to Sections 44339, 44340, and 44341 for
credentialing purposes.

(4) Earned or qualified for a corresponding elementary,
secondary, or special education teaching credential based upon
the out-of-state teacher preparation program. The commission

95



SB 428 —10—

O 001N N B~ W —

shall determine the area of concentration of the California
education specialist credential based on the special education
program completed out of state.

(¢) The commission shall issue a professional clear credential
to an out-of-state prepared teacher who has met the requirements
in subdivision (b) and who meets the following requirements:

(1) Demonstration of subject matter competence by
completion of coursework or an examination approved by the
commission pursuant to paragraph (5) of subdivision (b) of
Section 44259. Completion of subject matter in another state that
is determined by the commission to be comparable or equivalent
pursuant to paragraph (1) of subdivision (a) of Section 44274.1
shall meet this requirement.

(2) Completion of a course, or for multiple subject and
education specialist credentials, a course or an examination, on
the various methods of teaching reading pursuant to paragraph
(4) of subdivision (b) of Section 44259. Completion of
coursework in another state determined by the commission to be
comparable and equivalent pursuant to paragraph (2) of
subdivision (a) of Section 44274.1 shall meet this requirement.

(3) Completion of a course or examination on the provisions
and principles of the United States Constitution pursuant to
paragraph (6) of subdivision (b) of Section 44259. Completion of
coursework in another state determined by the commission to be
comparable and equivalent shall meet this requirement.

(4) With the exception of the education specialist credential,
completion of study and field experience in methods of
delivering appropriate educational services to pupils with
exceptional needs in regular education programs. Completion of
coursework in another state determined by the commission to be
comparable and equivalent shall meet this requirement.

(5) Completion of the study of computer-based technology
through demonstration by course or examination of basic
competence in the use of computers in the classroom, and study
of advanced computer-based technology, including the uses of
technology in educational settings pursuant to subparagraph (C)
of paragraph (3) of subdivision (c) of Section 44259. Completion
of coursework in another state determined by the commission to
be comparable and equivalent shall meet this requirement.
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(6) Completion of a fifth-year program at a regionally
accredited institution of higher education, except that the
commission shall eliminate this requirement for any candidate
who has completed an induction program for beginning teachers.
Completion of preparation in another state determined by the
commission to be comparable and equivalent to the requirement
specified by this paragraph shall meet this requirement.

t6)-

(7) A teacher holding a specialist credential pursuant to this
section shall complete the requirements for nonspecial education
pedagogy and a supervised field experience program in general
education pursuant to Section 44265.

-

(8) A teacher holding a specialist credential pursuant to this
section shall complete a program for the Professional Level II
credential accredited by the Committee on Accreditation,
established pursuant to Section 44373, and the requirements
specified in this subdivision.

SEC. 10. Section 44830 of the Education Code is amended to
read.:

44830. ta)y-The governing board of a school district shall
employ for positions requiring certification qualifications, only
persons who possess the qualifications therefor prescribed by
law. It is contrary to the public policy of this state for any person
or persons charged, by the governing boards, with the
responsibility of recommending persons for employment by the
boards to refuse or to fail to do so for reasons of race, color,
religious creed, sex, or national origin of the applicants for that
employment.
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SEC. 11. Section 13 of Chapter 902 of the Statutes of 2004 is
repealed.
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